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Arrecife, 2022 
Oil & acrylic on linen mounted on panel. 

100 x 91.6 cm

Omar Rodriguez-Graham’s sculptural compositions are an ode to the grand historical arc of
painting. The works are born out inspiration from Renaissance and Baroque masterworks: I see the

imagery in these paintings as a kind of raw material which I go on to appropriate. I treat them as if they
were samples in contemporary music honing in on the aspects that I am drawn to more strongly and

amplifying them or annulling the elements that do not work for the compositions. - Omar Rodriguez-
Graham

 

Rodriguez-Graham’s practice is rooted in an ongoing exploration of painting’s inherent language;
hoping to find the meeting point between the recognizable and the abstract. His paintings employ

familiar images as an armature upon which to place marks which he refers to as "traces of the event
of painting". These marks construct a figure that acts not as a replacement or stand-in of the initial

figuration, but as a memory or an amalgamation between a recollection and the construction of



something new.

 

Rodriguez-Graham’s artistic process is meticulous and labor intensive. It begins with defining the
mechanical drawings for the fabrication of the panels, welding the aluminum structures, and next

the carpentry, the linen and the pre-painting. Finally this leads to the application of numerous
painting techniques which are used to create the sense of depth in the works. Although the works
are technically oil and acrylic, about 99% of what can be seen is the oil paint, and thus it requires
specific rhythms and times for drying before being able to apply layers and veils upon the lower

layers.

 

In his newest works, the artist has tackled a group of paintings based on physical constructions. The
playful and vibrant mixed-media objects present a purely painterly experience. Upon being

represented upon a canvas, these complex works suggest a new reality: a coexistence between the
recognizable and the abstract.
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